
November 11th — Martin, Bishop of Tours, 397 

 

Lord God of hosts, you clothed your servant Martin the soldier with the 

spirit of sacrifice, and set him as a bishop in your Church to be a 

defender of the catholic faith: Give us grace to follow in his holy steps, 

that at the last we may be found clothed with righteousness in the 

dwellings of peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen  

 

Isaiah 58:6-12 

Psalm 15 

Matthew 25:34-40 

 

Martin is one of the patron saints of France. He was born around 330 in 

what is now Hungary. He spent his early years in Italy, and eventually 

served in the Roman army. After his stint in the army, he settled in 

Poitiers, France. It was here that Martin came to know a bishop by the 

name of Hilary. 

 

A popular legend regarding Martin says that while he was still a 

catechumen, he was approached by a poor man who asked for alms in 

the name of Christ. Martin drew his sword, cut off part of his military 

cloak and gave it to the beggar. On the following night, Jesus appeared 

to Martin, clothed in half a cloak, and said to him, “Martin, a simple 

catechumen, covered me with this garment.” 

 

Martin was ordained to the priesthood by Hilary sometime between 350 

and 353. Inspired by a new monastic movement originating in Egypt, he 

established a hermitage to devote himself to prayer. To Martin’s 

dismay, he was elected Bishop of Tours in 372. He agreed to serve only 

if he could continue his strict, ascetic habit of life. His monastery of 

Marmoutier, near Tours, had a great influence on the development of 

Celtic monasticism in Britain.  

 

Martin was unpopular with many of his brother bishops, both because 

of his manner of life and his opposition to the violent repression of 

heresy. He was, by all accounts, a dedicated missionary to the pagans in 

the countryside surrounding the monastery and was always a staunch 

defender of the poor and helpless. 

 

 

 

November 12th — Charles Simeon, Priest, 1836 

 

O loving God, we know that all things are ordered by your unerring 

wisdom and unbounded love: Grant us in all things to see your hand; 

that, following the example and teaching of your servant Charles 

Simeon, we may walk with Christ in all simplicity, and serve you with a 

quiet and contented mind; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen  

 

Romans 10:8b-17 

Psalm 145:8-13 

John 21:15-17 

 

Charles Simeon traced his own conversion experience to 1779, while 

still a student, as he was preparing to receive Holy Communion. He had 

been given a copy of Bishop Thomas Wilson’s Instructions for the 

Lord’s Supper to read. This devotional text, with its emphasis on 

perceiving the sacrifice of Christ by faith, led to an experience of 

“peace and exhilaration” — and the beginning of a Christian life whose 

influence in the evangelical movement in the Church of England cannot 

be overstated. 

 

Simeon’s influence and authority developed slowly, but as a leader of 

the evangelical movement, he helped found the Church Missionary 

Society, which was active in recruiting and supporting missionaries. A 

preacher of renown during his time, Simeon’s sermons were biblical, 

simple and passionate. 

 

One historian has described the impact of Simeon and his friends like 

this, “They gradually changed the whole spirit of the English Church. 

They infused into it a new fire and passion of devotion, kindled a spirit 

of fervent philanthropy, raised the standard of clerical duty, and 

completely altered the whole tone and tendency of the preaching of its 

ministers.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



November 14th — Consecration of Samuel Seabury,  

First American Bishop, 1784 

 

We give you thanks, O Lord our God, for your goodness in bestowing 

upon this Church the gift of the episcopate, which we celebrate in this 

remembrance of the consecration of Samuel Seabury; and we pray that, 

joined together in unity with our bishops, and nourished by your holy 

Sacraments, we may proclaim the Gospel of redemption with apostolic 

zeal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Acts 20:28-32 

Psalm 133 

Matthew 9:35-38 

 

Samuel Seabury was born in Groton, Connecticut in 1729. Ordained to 

the priesthood in England (where all priests were ordained prior to the 

American Revolution), Seabury was sponsored by the Society for the 

Propagation of the Gospel, and served Christ Church, New Brunswick, 

NJ. In 1757 he became rector of Grace Church, Jamaica, Long Island 

and in 1766, rector of St. Peter’s in Westchester County. During the 

American Revolution, Seabury remained loyal to the Crown and served 

as a chaplain in the British army. 

 

After the Revolution, at a secret meeting of Connecticut clergymen in 

Woodbury, Seabury along with the Rev. Jeremiah Leaming were 

selected to pursue ordination to the episcopate in England — whichever 

one was willing to travel. Leaming declined and Seabury sailed to 

England. Seabury found it impossible to be ordained by English bishops 

(3 bishops are the minimum number required to consecrate a new 

bishop), because he could not swear allegiance to the Crown. Finally in 

1784, in Aberdeen, Scotland, Seabury was consecrated a bishop by the 

Scottish Non-Juring bishops of the Episcopal Church of Scotland.  

 

Upon his return home, Seabury was recognized as the Bishop of 

Connecticut. He was active in the organization of the Episcopal Church 

at the General Convention of 1789. He successfully kept his promise to 

the Scottish bishops and persuaded the American Church to adopt the 

Scottish Eucharistic prayer for inclusion in the first American Book of 

Common Prayer. This prayer remains in the 1979 BCP as Eucharistic 

Prayer I in Rite I (page 331).   

Saints Remembered — November 8 — 14 
 

 

November 10th  — Leo the Great, Bishop of Rome, 461 

 

O Lord our God, grant that your Church, following the teaching of 

your servant Leo of Rome, may hold fast the great mystery of our 

redemption, and adore the one Christ, true God and true Man, neither 

divided from our human nature nor separate from your divine Being; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 
 

2 Timothy 1:6-14 

Psalm 77:11-15 

Matthew 5:13-19 

 

Leo was born in 400 as the Western Roman Empire was disintegrating 

from within and without. Despite the tenuous nature of his 

surroundings, Leo received a good education and was ordained deacon 

and entrusted with the significant administrative tasks of managing 

Church possessions, supervising the grain distribution and overseeing 

finances. In 440, while on away on a mission to Gaul, Leo was 

unanimously elected Pope. 

 

Leo’s abilities proved to be far beyond that of a first rate manager. His 

leadership in the controversies surrounding the doctrine of the human 

and divine natures of the One Person of Christ are evidenced by the 

document produced by the Council of Chalcedon in 451. (This 

document may be found on page 864 in the Book of Common Prayer.) 

His sermons (96 of which still survive) were both expositional and 

encouraging in character, as he dealt with a range of pastoral and 

doctrinal issues (from almsgiving to persistent heresies). 

 

Because of the crumbling Roman infrastructure, Leo became the de 

facto leader of the city — negotiating with Attila the Hun and 

preventing the further ransacking of Rome. Three years later, when the 

Vandals came town, Leo was unable to prevent the pillaging, but was 

able to keep them from burning Rome to the ground and slaughtering 

the citizens. After the second barbarian invasion, Leo spent the rest of 

his ministry working to repair the damage to churches and restore the 

morale of the citizens of Rome. 
 


	MonthOSaints#2November82009 crop right.pdf
	MonthOSaints#2November82009 crop right



